














A new species of freshwater goby from Futuna Island

Distribution
Known only from streams of Futuna Island from 90 m to
200 m high.

Ecology

Like other Sicydiinae, Sicyopus sasali is found in clear,
high gradient streams with rocky bottom. It lives on the bot-
tom of the river, on top of rocks but it is also often seen
swimming in open water in the current between rocks or in
large pools.

Affinities

S. sasali differs from S. chloe in having more scales in
lateral series (usually 24-47 versus 12-37), transverse back
series (3-13 versus 0-3) and transverse forward series (0-13
versus 0), a shorter preanal length in male (56-59 versus
59-61) and a short black band on the middle of nape versus
seven blackish spots on each side of nape. Sicyopus sasali
differs from S. leprurus in having more scales in lateral
series (usually 24-47 versus 16-35), transverse back series
(3-13 versus 0) and transverse forward series (0-13 versus
0), and more upper jaw teeth in males (18-20 versus 13-18).
Sicyopus sasali differs from S. bitaeniatus in having more
scales in transverse back series (3-13 versus 0-6) and trans-
verse forward series (0-13 versus 0-3), less scales in zigzag
series (11-14 versus 16-21), a shorter preanal length in male
(56-59 versus 58-62), and a larger anal fin length (34-36 ver-
sus 28-31). Sicyopus sasali differs from S. fehlmanni in hav-
ing more scales in lateral series (usually 24-47 versus 14-33),
and a larger jaw length (10-11 versus 8-10). Sicyopus sasali
differs from all the species by a shorter caudal peduncle
length.

Etymology

The name of the new species honours Pierre Sasal in
appreciation of his extensive collection effort in the fresh
waters of Futuna.
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