


DIscussION

Cobitis taenia and different hybridogenous biotypes are wide-
spread in all German river basins draining to the North and Baltic 
Sea (Bohlen et al., 2002). Until now, C. elongatoides was recorded 
from the Danube basin (Bacescu and Maier, 1969), the Czech part 
of the Elbe basin (Ráb et al., 2000) and the Polish Odra basin 
(Boroµ and Kotusz, 1999). The new record in the river Spree is 
geographically close to the Czech and Polish localities. Although 
there is a canal connection between the catchments of the rivers 
Odra and Spree (Elbe catchment), fish migration routes are heavily 
fragmented by weirs for more than 700 years. Because of intense 
pollution from dyeworks and mining industries, large parts of the 
upper Spree became nearly totally free of aquatic life for about 100 
years (Füllner et al., 1996). Since 1990 the water quality was 
improved substantially, and many fish species were restocked or 
recolonised the river. An accidentally introduction of C. elonga-
toides cannot be excluded, but its immigration from tributaries or 
lower river reaches is also possible. However, because the stocking 
material originated from the Elbe catchment as well, C. elonga-
toides has to be considered as autochtonous. Further populations of 
C. elongatoides have to be expected in other German parts of the 
Elbe basin and in the basins of rivers Danube and Odra (Bohlen et 
al., 2002).

Sabanejewia baltica was first recorded from the River Odra 
basin by Frankiewicz (1985), and further on regularly mentioned 
from Polish sites (Witkowski et al., 1990; Przybylski and Zielinski, 
1991).
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