


Record of great white shark in eastern Adriatic

mammals in the Eastern Adriatic placed tunas as a mayor prey for
the great white shark. The greatest number of great white sharks
was recorded in the Kvarner Gulf, which was the area of the most
intensive tuna fishing. In the 70s of the xx™ century, intensive tuna
fishing started offshore in the Adriatic Sea, which caused the
decline of tunas populations in the coastal waters of the Eastern
Adriatic and the disappearance of the great white shark (Soldo and
Jardas, 2002b). At the same time, in the late 70s, disappearance of
great white sharks was noted in the area of Balearic Islands, and
this was also related to decline of the tuna stock due to the introduc-
tion of purse seining (Morey et al., 2003). Similar relationships
between tunas and great white shark were noted in other areas of
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the Mediterranean, such as in the Ligurian Sea (Boero and Carli,
1979) and Northern Tyrrhenian Sea (Vacchi et al., 2002). Although
the level of great white shark dependency on tunas is arguable, pre-
vious data, and this new record, prove the high relationships
between these two species in the Eastern Adriatic, and more gener-
ally in the Mediterranean Sea.
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