





Diet of Myliobatis aquila in eastern Adriatic

prey, decapods, polychaets, nemertins and teleosts, are of minor
importance and probably represent accidental food.

The diet of the eagle ray collected in the Mediterranean coast of
Tunisia generally agree with our finding (Capapé, 1976). This
author found that bivalves were the preferential prey (%F = 0.61),
whereas gastropods (%F = 0.24) and decapods (%F = 0.20) were
secondary food, and all other prey groups occurring as accidental
food (%F < 0.1). Other studies have confirmed that bivalves were
major components in the diet of the eagle ray (Azouz and Capapé,
1971; Capapé and Quignard, 1974).

Our study indicates that eagle rays feed almost exclusively on
benthic invertebrates that live on the sand and soft bottom sedi-
ment. Although data on eagle ray feeding in the Adriatic Sea are
poor, Bini (1967) mentioned gastropods, bivalves and decapods
(Pagurites and Maia genus) as their food. Jardas (1996) also quoted
fish as prey items of eagle rays in addition to molluscs and crusta-
ceans. These data generally agree with ours.

In general, the prey groups found in eagle ray stomachs indi-
cate that Myliobatis aquila is a generalistic predator that feeds on
various types of benthic organisms, with a wide range of sizes and
morphologies. The data of Azouz and Capapé (1971), Capapé and
Quignard (1974) and Capapé (1976), showing that eagle rays col-
lected in Tunisian waters consumed a wide range of benthic organ-
isms (bivalves, gastropods, cephalopods, decapods, annelids,
sipunculids, echinoderms and ascidians) and some teleosts (mainly
species of Gobius, Callionymus, and Blennius genera) further sup-
port a generalistic behavior for this species.
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