


length: 26 (12.3); horizontal eye diameter: 14 (6.6); interorbital 
length: 24 (11.3); predorsal length: 71 (33.5); dorsal base length: 
101 (47.6); preanal length: 120 (56.6); anal base length: 49 (23.1); 
mouth length: 13 (6.1); pectoral length: 39 (18.4); ventral length: 
34 (16.0); body depth: 93 (43.9) and body width: 39 (18.4).

Description. - Body oval, high in profile, laterally compressed; 
small and blunt head, with equally small terminal mouth; strong 
incisor-like teeth; dorsal and anal fins are somehow overlapped by 
a sheath of scales, forked tails.

Colour when fresh grey overall, with faint yellow lines on the 
side, upper part of opercular membrane blackish. 

Distribution. - Widely distributed in Western, Central and East-
ern Atlantic, rarely found in the Mediterranean and off Madeira and 
Azores (Merella et al., 1998); one record in Arcachon, France  
(J.-C. Quéro, pers. com.); one unconfirmed record in Ireland (web-
site of British Marine Life Study Society).

DISCUSSION

The presence of L. dieuzeidei seems to be casual owing to the 
rarity of this species in the Northeast Atlantic, instead K. sectatrix 
is a gregarious species whose presence has been detected by under-
water fishermen in Galician waters at least from 2001, and could be 
a newly stabilised species.

In the last years, numerous tropical and subtropical species 
have been newly recorded in Galician waters (Bañón et al., 1997, 
2002), suggesting a tropicalisation phenomenon. This northerly 
extension of distribution has been attributed to ocean warming 
(Quéro et al., 1998; Swaby et al., 1996) and the increasing number 
of immigrant species was significantly correlated with temperature 
increase in the North Atlantic over the last 40 years (Stebbing et al., 
2002).

A possible mechanism that could explain this extension of dis-
tribution is the winter warming Iberian Poleward Current (IPC), 
also knowed as “Navidad current” (Pingree, 1990). This current 
could take an additional heat flux in the slope region equivalent to 
an extra month of summer heating (García-Soto et al., 2002) and 
could be the reason of the presence of tropical species (Koutsiko-
poulos et al., 1998).

The two species mentioned in this paper were recently recorded 
in the Mediterranean Sea (Golani, 1996; Merella et al., 1998), and 
now in Galician waters. This characteristic is common to most of 
tropical species, which occurs in Atlantic European waters, indicat-
ing a gradual displacement of these species northwards, acting the 
Gibraltar strait as an escape valve in these transports to the north 
(Bañón et al., 2002).
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Figure 3. - Specimen of Kyphosus sectatrix, UTPB 19/2002, 271 
mm TL, captured in Galician waters (NE Atlantic).


