


Seriolarivoliana in the Mediterranean

The specimen was sexed as an immature male. Its stomach con-
tained two specimens of Sardinella aurita Valenciennes, 1847 (total
weight = 80.6 g) and one juvenile Trachurus trachurus (Linnaeus,
1758) (2.1 g), confirming its piscivorous diet. Sardinella aurita and
Trachurus spp. are frequent prey of adult S. dumerili caught in the
same area (Andaloro and Pipitone, 1997), suggesting a potential
diet interaction between the two Seriola species. The presence of S.
rivoliana is a possible consequence of the recent climatic changes,
particularly thermal increase, recorded in the Mediterranean
(Bethoux er al., 1990), as already observed for some immigrant fish
with tropical affinities (Andaloro and Rinaldi, 1998).
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