




Guibord & Chapleau	 Nematops chui synonym of N. macrochirus

specimens of N. macrochirus examined, two had no tentacles, 16 
had one (on the lower eye) and 19 had two tentacles (including the 
holotype). Specimens without tentacles can be identified as 
Nematops on the basis of the presence of a nasal bone on the ocular 
side (absent in Poecilopsetta and Marleyella) and on the number 
of proximal pterygiophores found between the first anal fin ptery-
giophore and the hemal spine of the first caudal vertebra (three for 
Nematops; two for Poecilopsetta and Marleyella; Guibord and 
Chapleau, pers. obs.). Furthermore, these specimens can be confi-
dently assigned to N. macrochirus based on the length of their ocu-
lar side pectoral fins (in males) and because of their slender body 
shape.

When comparing the total evidence (Tabs I, II), we observe a 
complete overlap in the meristic and morphometric characters 
between N. chui and N. macrochirus. Thus, we conclude that 
N. chui is a junior synonym of N. macrochirus Norman, 1931.

The collection locality (Cebu Island) for the holotype of 
Nematops chui falls within the geographic range of N. macrochirus 
which is distributed along the deep outer continental shelf waters 
of the Western Pacific Ocean from the Philippines south to off 
Sydney NSW and Westward into the Indian Ocean to the Northwest 
shelf of Australia. Interestingly, one specimen was collected off the 
coast of St. Helena in the Atlantic Ocean (see Nielsen, 1961 for a 
possible dispersal explanation). 
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dorsal fin rays 59 60 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 n x
1 2 4 4* 7 7 5 6 2 37 64.5

Anal fin rays 45 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58
1 1 2 4 4* 11 5 6 2 2 37 54.0

ocular side 6 7 8 9
pectoral fin rays 2 14 18* 4 37 7.6
blind side pectoral 6 7 8
fin rays 10 23* 5 37 6.9
Caudal vertebrae 27 28 29 30

2 10 25* 1 37 28.7
lateral line scales 53 54 56 58 60 61 62 64 65

1 1 2 2*a 1 2 2 1 2 13 59.8
a: estimated number of lateral line scales for N. chui. . 

Table II. - Frequency distribution for principal 
meristic characters of Nematops macrochirus. 
Numbers in bold correspond to data for the 
holotype of N. chui. Asterisk: data for holo-
type of N. macrochirus. Mean represents val-
ues for N. macrochirus, excluding value for N. 
chui. [Distribution des principales caractéris­
tiques méristiques pour Nematops macrochi
rus. Les caractères gras représentent les don­
nées pour l’holotype de N. chui. Astérisque : 
données pour l’holotype de N. macrochirus. 
Les moyennes excluent les valeurs de 
l’holotype de N. chui.]


