








Record of Carcharhinus brachyurus from the Balearic islands

shown by catches in June-August during a three year sampling
period (Moreno, 1982), and in Algerian coasts, with catches rang-
ing from April to August but with a maximum during July
(Hemida, pers. comm.), could also suggest seasonal migration
from Atlantic waters during the warm months, which could extend
to central and eastern localities (Sicily and Rhodes). The higher
occurrence of Carcharhinus brachyurus during the summer agrees
with data obtained by several authors in South Africa and
Argentine waters (Cliff and Dudley, 1992; Chiaramonte, 1998).
However, it is interesting to point out that, in the Mediterranean
Sea, Carcharhinus brachyurus has also been recorded during win-
ter months (December and March) in more northerly areas, where
the water temperature is lower than those for which the species
shows a preference.

It is difficult to determine the incidence of the Atlantic popula-
tion in the Mediterranean. Since Orsi-Relini (1998) the study of
dentition could help to solve the question concerning the existence
of such a Mediterranean population. In this sense, this author sug-
gested that the only two dental formulae from Mediterranean
specimens known to date seemed to be more the exception than the
rule (Tab. III). Nevertheless, data reported in this study agree with
those given by Bass et al. (1973) and Smith and Heemstra (1986)
for South African populations. The dental formula derived from
the five Mediterranean specimens now studied 15 - 1 or 2 - 15/14
or 15 - 1 - 14 or 15 shows more similar coincidences between the
inner and outer Mediterranean specimens than within the inner
ones. For this reason, we believe that there are not enough data to
consider the dental formula as a typical feature that could be used
to distinguish a hypothetical population of Carcharhinus brachyu-
rus in the Mediterranean.
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