








Teugels	 Clarias lamottei, a natural intergeneric hybrid from West Africa

H. longifilis. Similar hybridisations have been reported sub-
sequently (Nwadukwe, 1995). Several interspecific artifi-
cial hybridisations for aquaculture purposes have been 
reported for Clarias, especially from South-East Asia. 
Agnèse et al. (1997) mentioned an hybrid between 
C.  gariepinus and C. anguillaris from Senegal, but could 
not specify if it resulted from a natural or an artificial 
hybridisation. 

Teugels (1986) placed C. lamottei in the subgenus 
Clarias (Dinotopteroides). Based on the results of the pres-
ent study, this subgenus now only includes C. ngamensis. 
This species is known from a vaste distribution range in 
southern Africa (Quanza and Cunene Rivers in Angola; the 
Okavango; Lake Ngami; the Upper Zambezi; Upper 
Lualaba; Lakes Bangweulu, Mweru and Malawi; and 
coastal rivers in Mozambique and South Africa). This pat-
tern is in common to that of many other freshwater fishes of 
southern Africa (Skelton, 1993; 1994). The phylogenetic 
position of this species (and thus that of the subgenus) 
within the genus Clarias is questionable. It is diagnosed on 
the presence of the small adipose fin and in particular on the 
presence of extended neural spines supporting this fin 
(Teugels, 1986). Except for C. ngamensis, elongated neural 
spines supporting the adipose fin are only found in the 
clariid genera Heterobranchus, Dinotopterus Boulenger, 
1906 and the recently rehabilitated Bathyclarias Jackson, 
1959 (see Anseaume and Teugels, 1999). On the basis of 
this derived character, these taxa can be considered as form-
ing a monophyletic group. The status of this group within 
the Clariidae is presently unknown and this is the subject of 
forthcoming research.
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