


molecular mass of 45 kDa. The deduced SHBGb amino acid 
sequence displayed 26% and 29% identity with rainbow 
trout and zebrafish SHBG respectively (Fig. 2).

Conclusions
In the present study, we report and characterize the 

sequence of a novel gene putatively encoding for a previ-
ously uncharacterized sex hormone binding globulin that we 
named SHBGb. Unlike the classical SHBG protein 
(SHBGa), this gene is expressed in the ovary. In addition, 
expression profiling studies have demonstrated that SHBGb 
mRNA expression is extremely well correlated with ovarian 
aromatase mRNA expression during sex differentiation and 

late-vitellogenesis and post-vitellogenesis. Further studies 
are needed to investigate the expression and steroid binding 
capacities of this novel sex hormone binding globulin.
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Figure 2. - Alignment of the amino acid sequence of rainbow trout SHBGb with the previously characterized SHBG protein (SHBGa). 
Conserved residues are shaded.


