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Figure 2. - Typical image of a previtellogenic cod oocyte of second-
ary growth phase. The follicular cells are appearing (as shown by
arrows), but they are still undifferentiated. Bar equals 50 um.

Mori et al., 1998). The present study provides the identifica-
tion, sequencing and expression patterns of 200 androgen
responsive genes in the previtellogenic cod ovary. Quantita-
tive real-time polymerase chain reactions confirmed the
changes in expression for selected genes that are believed to
be involved in the growth and development of previtellogen-
ic oocytes in the Atlantic cod. Furthermore, we show that
androgens promote oocyte growth and development in cod
previtellogenic gonadal tissues in vitro, which allow to
hypothesis a role for androgen in the control of early follicu-
lar and oocyte growth in the cod ovary.
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