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ported by a mechanism independent from that supporting the
sex of germ cells.

Conclusions

In this study, testicular differentiation in the ovary was
induced by depletion of endogenous estrogen in the common
carp when the treatment was performed in immature fish.
This observation shows that sexual bipotentiality of the
ovary is maintained in the common carp, as has been report-
ed in tilapia, at least before puberty. It remains to be deter-
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mined whether this sexual plasticity is also retained in the
mature ovary, as has been shown in tilapia.
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