























stionable whether ideal appeavance and avera-
ge size had any relevance to the daily life of a
Roman cavalry unit,...".

Results given in figure 5 which includes also
material from Pannonia and a comparison
with a small sample from a civilian context
from neighbouring Noricum (Riedel, 1991)
suggest that selection for greater body size
may have played a role in the case of
Carnuntum. The same holds true for the
size of the mules, whose bones, counter a
widespread belief among osteologists, can not
always be discerned from horses by their
smaller dimensions or slender proportions.
Bone evidence for large sized Roman mules,
expressing "hybrid vigour", is known from
London and Bavaria (Armitage and Chapman,
1979; Lipper, 1981).

It is difficult to tell if the pathological phenomena,
observed in most of the skeletons, mirror a
situation typical of the state of health of cavalry
horses and mules under service, or if these very
damages did in fact contribute to the eventual
death of the animals in each individual case,
thus giving a somewhat biased picture.
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